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will provide him with these things if he is prepared to do his share.
The tramp wastes his leisure and is miserable and these small com-
munities will soon waste their treasure and begin to quarrel. If it
happens, as it had with one or two communities, that there is a man
in charge with a flair for business, then the community knows prosperity
in a capitalist sense, having a host of text-driven slaves never worrying
about leisure or the ordinary decencies of life. In other words these
communities prosper under the rigid dictatorship of a Sunday-school
capitalist. When he dies, the community dies with him, and becomes
a backyard slum inhabited by illiterate savages and the children not
having had the benefit of a stable existence grow up like wild cats."
*'If there is only one life to lead, why should not these enthusiasts con-
tribute their little bit by teaching us how well men can live together?
Living together is the problem of the day: people are thrown together
in factories and cities and there is no community spirit to bind them
together. You did everything to keep out of an office and even sponged
on your mother and for all you knew you might have failed."
"I did not fail and that's all there is to it. In fact, I have been the most
salutary influence in the last hundred years. Now coming back to Capital-
ism. Capitalism can only justify itself as an economic principle on the
express ground that it provides selfish motives for doing good. The fact
is, and I use it to the utmost advantage, rogues are often highly effective
persons of action, while these idealists are hopeless. There are two ways
only of avoiding the evil effects of Capitalism, one: to do as I have done,
become wealthy enough to be independent, and the other is to find an
outlet for its frustrations in successful agitation. Every capitalist knows
that it is the socialist who makes the best worker; dog-racing and football
are not enough."
"It is obvious from what you say, that the primary object of social
organization is to create a wide public for your work, and to make it
easy for you to continue with your work."
"How can there be more than one primary object ?" G.B.S. demanded.
"In England alone," I answered, "there are more than forty million
primary objects."
"You mean subjects, and that is an entirely different thing. The vast
majority have no objects. They just take what they find for granted and
strongly object to people like you or me. If like T. E. Lawrence, a sensitive
man if ever there was one, they find themselves overwhelmed by the
callousness and treachery of the machine, then they can lose their identity